In a 1982 issue of the APT Bulletin, I wrote a brief history of the U.S. National Park Service (NPS) historic structure reports.1 This article updates that history.2 In January 1990 a task force was established to revisit the approach, content, and application of an HSR for historic and prehistoric structures within the U.S. National Park System.3 Such review has occurred fairly consistently on a ten-to fifteen-year cycle over the last forty years.4 This task force was established for two reasons: the very high cost of a comprehensive HSR needed to be controlled, and although the NPS was preparing an HSR for most development projects, it was not conducting adequate research to support small projects, such as preservation maintenance. This resulted in incremental adverse effects. preparing the report and the management or the owner, to allow the reuse of existing information, and to use new information for other purposes. Computers are useful. Through the reuse of feature inventory and condition assessment data from the NPS Inventory and Condition Assessment Program (ICAP), a computer-generated historic structure assessment report (HSAR) (Fig. 1) , which documents the structure condition, can be produced. ICAP is a series of procedures, nomenclature standards, and a supporting computer program. It can record park asset and feature inventories and their physical condition and identify specific preservation maintenance and development tasks and procedures.
Based on these recommendations, the NPS revised its outline of a comprehensive HSR (Fig. 2) The scope, level of investigation, and extent of schematic development are outlined in a task directive based on the recommendations of a historical architect in consultation with other cultural-resource specialists and the park manager. Major factors in the task directive include the structure's significance, condition, and intended use. The task directive should also address participation of other cultural-resource specialists and publication of the document.
